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Statement on Water, Culture and Heritage   
 

by the participants of the conference on 

Water and Heritage: Connecting Past, Present and Future, March 20, 2023, 

contributing to the UN 2023 Water Conference in New York  

             
 
Directed to the UN 2023 Water Conference, UNESCO and the UN system as a whole and its 

partners; those responsible for high-level water-related international cooperation and events; 

governments and ministries as well as academia; cultural heritage and water organizations and 
authorities on all levels around the world; politicians and decision-makers; water education, 

scientists and technical specialists; civil society, activists, young people, and all other 

stakeholders. 

 
 

Vision: 
 

As a basic element of life, our relationship with water is complex, entailing material and 

spiritual dimensions, and embodied in heritage that is both tangible and intangible. This 

relationship has always been a source of well-being and inspiration as well as a source of 

innovation and creativity, leading us to think not only of the present, but also the future 

and the security of future generations. 
 

Irina Bokova, former Director-General of UNESCO 2015 

 
Mandate: 
 

Recommendations: Initiate multi-stakeholder dialogues jointly by water professionals and 

heritage experts at local, national, and global levels to raise awareness, deepen mutual 

understanding, inspire and strengthen the cultural values of water and commit tangible 

actions on significance of water-related heritages for the sustainable future.  
 

Dr Han, Chair of the UN High-level Experts and Leaders Panel on Water and Disasters,  

International Symposium on Water and Culture in Tokyo 2020 
 

 

The conference brought together a diverse and interdisciplinary group of professionals and 

academics from the water, culture, and heritage fields with the goal to bridge mandatory, 
disciplinary and institutional divides, and a wide audience, including heritage and water 

professionals, researchers, decision makers, public servants, spatial planners, Indigenous people, 

young professionals, artist and activists, approximately 120 participants from about 20 nations 
around the world. 

 

Encouraged by the recommendations of the Tokyo symposium we acknowledge that culture and 

heritage is now on the agenda of the UN 2023 Water Conference. The participants express a deep 
conviction that culture and heritage are important pillars for sustainable development, inform 

climate change mitigation and adaptation, and improve current and future water management, 

planning, practices, awareness and engagement. 
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Recommendations 
 

Create an international platform on water, culture and heritage to connect knowledge and 

practices through time and space in a structured way for relevant institutions, professionals, 

and stakeholders, contributing to mitigation, adaptation and water-related challenges in 

support of sustainable development. 

This water, culture and heritage platform should:  

 

1. Promote research, such as national compendia and international thematic studies on the 

enduring significance and values of tangible and intangible aspects of water, culture and 

heritage including as living assets for livelihoods; 

2. Develop a shared and comprehensive historical understanding of water systems in 

political, societal, economic sustainable development; 

3. Initiate and carry out cross-sectorial, multi-stakeholder dialogues that connect water and 

heritage professionals, scientists, decision-makers, local councils, Indigenous people, 

activists and other organisations at local, national and international levels; 

4. Include water-related culture and heritage into the Valuing Water Concept and the 

Valuing Water Journeys; 

5. Document, synthesise and utilise traditional best practices, management systems, knowledge 

and skills through open access publication; 

6. Promote the significance of water-related culture and heritage into the SDG 6 on water 

and other water-related goals and targets; 

7. Introduce living water-related heritage into policies for water management, such as 

Integrated Water Resources Management, the Valuing Water Concept as well as in 

relevant heritage concepts; 

8. Include the rich history of water, culture and heritage, into capacity building programmes at 

universities, practical training and other means; 

9. Develop educational and public awareness-raising tools and programmes using visual 

aids and contemporary media. 

 

 

Appendix: 

Programme 

 
 












